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Dear Families,

As the days grow longer and we march toward Spring Break, I am struck by the incredible
energy pulsating through our hallways. Our school community has been a whirlwind of activity,
blending festive celebrations with meaningful learning and a strong spirit of giving.

The magic of the season was truly captured during our Christmas Concert. It was a joy to see
our students showcase their talents and hard work on stage—thank you to everyone who joined
us for those memorable performances. We also enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Lunch,  that
brought us all together for a moment of gratitude and good food.

In January, we transitioned from festive fun to the joy of reading with our Family Literacy Night.
Seeing our ancillary filled with families exploring literacy games together was a powerful
reminder of how much we can achieve when we support our young readers as a team.

Our Grade 5 and 6 students recently took to the slopes for their annual Ski Trip. It was a
fantastic day of building resilience, mastering new skills, and enjoying the great outdoors.

On Pink Shirt Day, our school was a sea of solidarity. I am especially proud to share that this
year’s official school pink shirt was designed by one of our very own Grade 5 students! Seeing
their artwork worn by peers and staff alike served as a beautiful reminder that our students
have the power to lead the charge for kindness and inclusion.

Slam Jam practices are now officially underway! The sessions are going exceptionally well,
thanks in large part to the mentorship of the Fairview High students who have been coming
over to assist. It’s wonderful to see this cross-school collaboration in action.

Finally, we are currently collecting cans for the Food Bank. Our goal is to gather as much as
possible to deliver just before Spring Break—perfectly timed to support local families for the
Easter season. If you are able, please consider sending a non-perishable item with your child.
Thank you for your continued support in making our school such a vibrant place to grow.

Warmly,
Jessica Whelan

PR INC I PA L ’ SPR INC I PA L ’ S

MESSAGEMESSAGE



🚸

🚫

🚸 Student Safety Reminder for Families

Please note: 
school parking lot is not a drop-off or drive-through zone 

To help keep all of our students safe during arrival and dismissal times, we kindly ask families to use only the
designated drop-off and pick-up areas. These locations are clearly marked and help ensure smooth traffic
flow and student supervision. 

❄We understand that the weather is cold, and we appreciate your patience. However, for the safety of 
all students, it is essential that children are dropped off and picked up only in the designated areas, even 
on cold days. 

The .Vehicles should not stop or pass through 
this area for student drop-off or pick-up.

🛑These procedures are in place to protect students, families, and staff during our busiest times of the day.

Thank you for your understanding and for helping us keep our school community safe. 💙 





Swimming Lessons

Tuesdays
/Thursdays 

4ds & 4G

3c & 3f
Mar 26

Mar 24

KJ & kL

Apr 7, Apr 9, Apr 14
Apr 16, Apr 30

Apr 7, Apr 9, Apr 14
Apr 16, Apr 21
5n & 5p

Upcoming
Assemblies

April 23rd 9:45 a.m.

May 28  11:30 a.m.th

June -Grade 6 Farewell TBD



https://www.prsd.ab.ca/registration
https://www.prsd.ab.ca/registration


 

why this program was purchased and implemented.

We want to be unequivocally clear about the nature and limitations of this system, especially for those

concerned about data privacy:

We understand that the launch of any
new program can raise questions and
concerns, and we appreciate the
feedback we have received regarding the
Student Bus Attendance Card system.

We want to take this opportunity to

address the four primary concerns—

concerns about privacy and tracking, the

expense related to the new system, the
perception that an attendance system is
not needed in a rural environment, and
the risk of students regularly losing the
cards—by providing more context on

Important Information on Our New Student
Bus Attendance Card Program

Concern 1: "This feels like a surveillance system and I am
concerned about the security of my child’s personal
information.”
The Reality:  The card system is an operational safety tool, not a method of personal surveillance.

 

Limited Personal Data on the Card: The card itself contains only the student's name and a unique

identification number tied to their bus registration information.

The Card is Useless Outside the Bus System: The card has no functionality, tracking ability, or value

outside of the specific card-reading equipment installed on PRSD buses.

The Sole Purpose is Safety and Efficiency: The card system simply confirms which bus the student

boarded and when and where they successfully got on or off. This removes the administrative burden

from our drivers, allowing them to remain focused solely on the road and the students. The data is

used exclusively for fast, accurate response in emergency or safety situations.

The decision to adopt the BusPlanner GPS and Attendance system was primarily driven by the need for a

sustainable and more specialized solution for our transportation needs:

Avoiding Exponential Cost Increases: Our previous GPS provider, Titan, was sold to a US-based
company. We were informed that renewing our contract would lead to an exponential increase in cost.
By adding the GPS system to our existing BusPlanner account, we secured a less costly system that is
designed for school transportation. Our previous provider was designed for the oil and gas and
trucking industries and adapted for K-12 Transportation use.

Administrative Efficiencies: BusPlanner integrates our routing and GPS requirements into one system,
automating tasks, freeing up our Transportation team's time, and increasing overall effectiveness.

Lilli Lundgard,

Peace River area Bus Driver.

Bus Driver Testimonial:“It frees my attention at the

time when the students enter and exit the bus.

Which means I can have my eyes on the road and

pay more attention to the students.” - 

Concern 2: "The new system appears to be a waste of public
funds."
The Reality: The new system is a strategic, cost-effective upgrade that increases efficiency.

 - Bridgette Hopkins, Peace

River area Bus Driver

Bus Driver Testimonial: “I can actually do my job
instead of taking attendance. 90% of my pickups and

drop offs were staring at my tablet or paper doing
attendance instead of watching for cars, keeping an

eye on the kids’ locations outside the bus, and
watching for hazards. I can do that now! I can focus

on the safety of the kids, and attendance is still done

for its own safety aspect.” 

Concern 3: "The new system is not needed in
our rural communities."

 The Reality: Enhanced safety protocols are critical for all students, regardless of location.

While we pride ourselves on our tight-knit rural communities, enhanced safety measures are necessary to

ensure the well-being of every student, especially those riding the bus:

Immediate Confirmation of Student Location: The Bus Attendance Card provides our department with
a significantly greater level of detail on when and where a student got on or off the bus.

Example 1: The Missing Student: We recently had a concerned parent call because their child had
not arrived at school. Using our attendance program, we were able to quickly confirm the
student did not get on the bus that morning, providing the parent and the RCMP with crucial
information about the student's last known whereabouts.
Example 2: Missed/Wrong Stop: Sometimes, students get off at the wrong stop because they
have made plans with friends that were not communicated to their parents or guardians.
Without the attendance cards, we have to rely on the driver's memory and make multiple phone
calls to locate these students. With the new cards, we can immediately confirm the exact stop
where the student disembarked as well as the exact time, drastically reducing our response time,
which is critical in helping to ensure student safety.
Swift Response to Sleeping Students: If a young student falls asleep on the bus and misses their
stop, the current procedure requires the Transportation Department to radio every bus that left
the school and have them safely pull over to search for the student. With the cards, we can
immediately identify the specific bus the student scanned on to, radio that driver directly, and
get the student home more swiftly. 

The Student Bus Attendance Card program is not just a tool for counting students; it is a vital safety

mechanism and an investment in administrative excellence focused on enhancing student safety. We

believe that by working together, we can ensure the successful implementation of this system, leading to a

We recognize that there is a risk of students occasionally misplacing a card, but the safety and administrative

benefits are substantial. Furthermore, the system is designed to simplify the bus experience for both

students and drivers:

Simpler for Drivers: One of our long-time drivers, who was initially apprehensive about new
technology, now expresses sincere gratitude for the system, stating it has simplified the pick-up and
drop-off process and allows him to remain focused on driving. Another experienced driver loves the
program and wishes we had implemented it five years ago.
Simplified Drop-Off: The system helps the driver manage the flow of students getting on and off,
reducing the chance of an accidental attendance error.

Enhanced Parent Communication: The new software includes the Chipmunk parent app. This App
equips parents with enhanced tracking and communication about their child's bus journey. Setting up
the app is a secure and simple process. First, download the Chipmunk app (available on Android and
iOS). You will then either create an account, or log in using your existing BusPlanner login information.
You can then connect to your student(s) account by entering the Quick Code “PRSD.” More
information about Chipmunk is available on our website HERE.

Bus Driver Testimonial:

 - Stacy Johnson, Bus

Driver

Shawna Walmsley, Fairview area Bus

Driver.

Most of the responses have
been positive especially from the elementary

students.” - 

Bus Driver Testimonial: “The tracking is necessary in

the event of an emergency that is something that has

to be considered I would not want to be the parent

that gets the call about a child that's missing that's
already been dropped off.” 

Concern 4: "Children will lose their cards."
The Reality: The benefits outweigh the risk, and staff feedback confirms simplified procedures.

safer and more efficient experience for all of our students.

https://www.prsd.ab.ca/our-division/transportation/attendance


division/transportation/attendance

Do I have to download the Chipmunk app?

No. The use of the Chipmunk app is completely voluntary. You can still find information about all bus

cancelations and delays on the PRSD BusPlanner website: prsd.mybusplanner.ca

Today, we are excited to announce the
launch of the Chipmunk School Bus
Tracker App for parents. 

To provide parents with additional peace

of mind regarding their child's safety

while riding the school bus, the new bus
card system is paired with a dedicated
parent app called Chipmunk, which

provides real-time information and

enhanced communication regarding

your child's bus ride to and from school.
Please read through the included FAQs

regarding Chipmunk and setting up your

parent account.

This information is also available on the
PRSD website here:
https://www.prsd.ab.ca/our-

Chipmunk: A Bus Tracking App for Parents

FAQs

What is the purpose of the BusPlanner Chipmunk app?

The primary purpose of the app is to give parents real-time visibility into their child's bus location and

estimated arrival times, enhancing convenience and reducing uncertainty.

What key safety and communication features does the app offer?

The app is designed to keep you informed and connected:

Live Bus Location: You can view the bus's location on a live map while it is on its route.

Accurate ETAs: The app uses GPS  to provide estimated arrival times (ETAs) for all your children in one
easy-to-read summary screen.
Late Bus Alerts: Receive instant, color-coded notifications right to your phone if the bus is running
behind schedule.

How does the app work with the student bus card?

The app displays the address and time your child scans on and off the bus. This confirmation provides peace

of mind that your child boarded and exited the bus at the correct stop.

How do I set up the BusPlanner Chipmunk app?

Setting up the app is a secure and simple process. First, download the app (available on Android and iOS).

You can then connect to your student(s) account by entering the Quick Code “PRSD.”

After the app has authenticated the Quick Code, you will be asked to sign in. You will then either create an

account, or login using your existing BusPlanner login information.

Please note: Only email addresses registered through the PRSD's Transportation department will be able to

access information in the Chipmunk app. If you are having trouble logging in, please make sure you are using

the same email address you provided to Transportation on your bus registration form.

Is my child's privacy protected in the app?

Yes, privacy is a priority. The app works securely with our routing database and GPS data to calculate ETAs.
The system itself does not store personal data on the bus card. The Chipmunk app only displays the bus
location while it is on a route and the secure scan events for safety purposes.

Additionally, the app is not a continuous live feed of the bus route, rather it is set to update every 60

seconds and only displays route information specific to the individual user. This means users cannot access

any information about other riders on their student's bus route, and accounts are limited to email addresses
registered with the PRSD Transportation department.

Who should I contact if I have concerns?

https://prsd.mybusplanner.ca/Alerts
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Thank you to all who were able to join us at 
our 1  annual “Family Literacy Night.”st
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	Bus Driver Testimonial: “I can actually do my job instead of taking attendance. 90% of my pickups and drop offs were staring at my tablet or paper doing attendance instead of watching for cars, keeping an eye on the kids’ locations outside the bus, and watching for hazards. I can do that now! I can focus on the safety of the kids, and attendance is still done
	 - Bridgette Hopkins, Peace
	for its own safety aspect.”
	River area Bus Driver

	Concern 3: "The new system is not needed in our rural communities."
	Bus Driver Testimonial: “The tracking is necessary in the event of an emergency that is something that has to be considered I would not want to be the parent that gets the call about a child that's missing that's
	already been dropped off.”
	Driver
	Concern 4: "Children will lose their cards."

	Chipmunk: A Bus Tracking App for Parents
	Monday’s & Wednesday’s 3:30-5:00pm
	DI Festival - Grande Prairie  Saturday April 25th 9:30 am - 2:00 pm
	March Hot Lunch
	Sunday  1
	Monday  2
	Tuesday  3
	Wednesday  4
	Thursday  5
	Teacher’s Convention – No School
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday  31
	Wednesday  1
	Thursday  2



	Spring Break - No School
	Easter Monday No School

	SKI
	SKI
	SKI
	SKI
	SKI
	Thank you to all who were able to join us at  our 1st annual “Family Literacy Night.”
	Christmas
	Thank
	Thank
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	KASEN 5N
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	RAELYN 4DS
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	KRUZE 3C
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	HARPER 3C
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	SOPHIA 5PW
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	ARCHELAUS 5PW
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	FELIX 2J
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	ELISE 1F
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	SYLVI 1F
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	SCARLETT 2B
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	BECKHAM 2J
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	CAPRI 3C
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	HENDRIX 2J
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	LUCAS 6C
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	JAYCE 4DS
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	BRYNN 5N
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	LYLA 4DS
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	WILLIAM 1F
	STUDENT OF THE MONTH
	MADELYN 2B
	Fairview
	JUNIOR GOLF
	780-835-2844

