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S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  
DR. JEFF

THOMPSON

Superintendent's Message: Reclaiming
Instructional Time
Dear Peace River School Division Parents and Guardians,

Today I want to share with you an important update regarding adjustments to the instructional
calendar and assessment schedule for the remainder of semester one. These changes are part of
our strategic response to the loss of instructional time resulting from the recent 3.5-week legal
labour action by the Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA).
Alberta Education and Childcare personnel have requested that all school divisions implement
measures to reclaim as much instructional time as possible for semester one, which runs from
now until January 29, 2026. It is a critical undertaking to ensure all core curricular outcomes are
covered in a manner that maximizes success for our students.
Our Division's Administration has developed a plan that focuses on three key avenues to achieve
this instructional time recovery:



3. Report Card Periods 
 

1. Converting the November 10 PD Day to an
Instructional Day

 

2. Changes to the End-of-January Examination
Process (Grades 7-12)

 To ensure our focus remains squarely on instruction and the coverage of core curriculum outcomes to the

very end of the semester, we are cancelling the normal end-of-January Formal Examination Schedule for
Grades 7-12 students. This approach ensures instruction continues uninterrupted until the semester's
conclusion, as opposed to the normal arrangement of suspending regular instruction to accommodate a
mid-January two-week formal examination block where two or more consecutive slots of instructional time

are used for writing cumulative school-based final exams and diploma exams. Significant instructional time

will be salvaged by maintaining the focus on coverage of core curricular outcomes to the end of January. 

Similar to the proactive steps taken by many other school jurisdictions, we have determined that changing a

scheduled professional development day into a regular instructional day is an effective approach to salvage

teaching time.  This plan was brought before the Board of Trustees at their November 3rd meeting for

discussion and ultimate decisioning, as per the Board’s established process for approving the school year

calendar.

After the discussion, the decision was made to convert Monday, November 10, 2025, into a regular

Instructional Day.  We strongly encourage parents to ensure their children attend school on this day to

take full advantage of this additional instructional time.

We have decided to cancel the Grades K-6 November report cards and to shift the March report cards back

to February.  This decision was made to allow our teachers the time to remain laser focused on instructing
their students for the remainder of this term.  Teachers are still expected to schedule individual “Fall

Meetings” with parents of students who may be struggling or who have IPPs and for whom there are

concerns. Such individualized meetings may occur between mid-November to early December or into

January. Some adjustments are also being made to the Grades 7-12 reporting process, and schools will be

communicating this information to parents in the days ahead.  

We believe the above noted strategic adjustments provide additional instructional time that will allow our

teachers to better serve our learners by ensuring more substantial coverage of core curricular outcomes in all

core subjects than would have been possible without the noted adjustments.  



In addition to the above noted PRSD adjustments, Alberta Education and Childcare has announced that the
January 2026 Diploma Examinations and Grade 9 Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) have been cancelled.
For our Grade 12 students, this means that they are automatically exempted from these January assessments.
Students may choose to write these exams in April or June, 2026; however, for those who

choose not to write at a later date, their final school-awarded mark will be their final official course grade. For
the many students who will likely choose this option, a notation will be added to their transcripts confirming
that no diploma exam was written. This ensures no negative impact on students’ ability to graduate or to
transition into post-secondary programs as per their normal plans.

Thank you for your understanding as we navigate this period of recovery and transition. Please direct any
specific questions regarding your child's schedule to their teachers or to your school principal.  We continue
to be committed to working with our students and their families to ensure the best possible outcomes to
maximize success for all!

Sincerely,

Jeff Thompson, PhD
Superintendent of Schools

Nov 4, 2025



third Wednesday of every month

Dec 5

Dec 12

Dec 12

Dec 15

Dec 16

Dec 19

Dec 19

Jan 5

Jan 7

Jan 16

Feb 9

Feb 12

SPIRIT DAY - Wear a Tie Day

SPIRIT DAY - Disney Day

2B Grandbuddies 

Christmas Concert Dress Rehersal

Christmas Concert, 10 AM & 1:30 PM

SPIRIT DAY - Pajama Day

LAST DAY OF CLASSES BEFORE WINTER BREAK

Winter Break - December 2nd - January 4th 

First Day of Classes after break

Destination Imagination 3:30-5:00 pm

SPIRIT DAY - Twin Day

SPIRIT DAY - Dress in your fave colour head to toe

SPIRIT DAY - 100 Day, Dress as if you are 100 yrs old

No School

Add https://bit.ly/4b7s791 to
your Google calendar note
this link is case sensitive

Upcoming
Assembly Dates
December 16th
Christmas Concert

Important Dates
EVENTDATE

January 22nd 9:45am

February 19th 11:30 am

School / Parent Council Meetings

https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/EEOSchool
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/calendar
https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/calendar
https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/calendar
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We held our annual WITS assembly in October
to reaffirm our commitment to  inclusive and
bully-free schools.  Thank you to all who were

able to join from  St. Thomas More School ,
and Worsley Central School in person, and

Menno Simons Community School who joined
virtually. It is a special moment when we can

all come together for a common goal. 
THANK YOU to our distinguished members of the RCMP
Const. Lehman, and Const. Popic. As well a Ethan, Zach,

Marcus, and Brayden from the Fairview Flyers. Also,
many thanks to Mrs. Rushton for organizing the

assembly and bringing everyone together.







JANUARY HOT LUNCH IS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE ON SCHOOL CASH
LAST DAY TO ORDER IS DECEMBER 15  TH

BREAKFAST Program
Kerri is serving 

delicious, nutritious, and
homemade food each day.

Our FREE breakfast program is offered every day and is open to all
students. Kerri makes sure our students have AMAZING and

diverse options each day and ensuring they are READY TO LEARN! 









 

why this program was purchased and implemented.

We want to be unequivocally clear about the nature and limitations of this system, especially for those

concerned about data privacy:

We understand that the launch of any
new program can raise questions and
concerns, and we appreciate the
feedback we have received regarding the
Student Bus Attendance Card system.

We want to take this opportunity to

address the four primary concerns—

concerns about privacy and tracking, the

expense related to the new system, the
perception that an attendance system is
not needed in a rural environment, and
the risk of students regularly losing the
cards—by providing more context on

Important Information on Our New Student
Bus Attendance Card Program

Concern 1: "This feels like a surveillance system and I am
concerned about the security of my child’s personal
information.”
TheReality:Thecardsystem is anoperationalsafetytool,not a methodofpersonalsurveillance.

 

Limited Personal Data on the Card: The card itself contains only the student's name and a unique

identification number tied to their bus registration information.

The Card is Useless Outside the Bus System: The card has no functionality, tracking ability, or value
outside of the specific card-reading equipment installed on PRSD buses.

The Sole Purpose is Safety and Efficiency: The card system simply confirms which bus the student

boarded and when and where they successfully got on or off. This removes the administrative burden

from our drivers, allowing them to remain focused solely on the road and the students. The data is

used exclusively for fast, accurate response in emergency or safety situations.

The decision to adopt the BusPlanner GPS and Attendance system was primarily driven by the need for a

sustainable and more specialized solution for our transportation needs:

Avoiding Exponential Cost Increases: Our previous GPS provider, Titan, was sold to a US-based
company. We were informed that renewing our contract would lead to an exponential increase in cost.
By adding the GPS system to our existing BusPlanner account, we secured a less costly system that is
designed for school transportation. Our previous provider was designed for the oil and gas and
trucking industries and adapted for K-12 Transportation use.

Administrative Efficiencies: BusPlanner integrates our routing and GPS requirements into one system,
automating tasks, freeing up our Transportation team's time, and increasing overall effectiveness.

Lilli Lundgard,
Peace River area Bus Driver.

Bus Driver Testimonial:“It frees my attention at the
time when the students enter and exit the bus.

Which means I can have my eyes on the road and
pay more attention to the students.” - 

Concern 2: "The new system appears to be a waste of public
funds."
TheReality:Thenewsystem is a strategic,cost-effectiveupgradethatincreasesefficiency.

 - Bridgette Hopkins, Peace
River area Bus Driver

Bus Driver Testimonial: “I can actually do my job
instead of taking attendance. 90% of my pickups and

drop offs were staring at my tablet or paper doing
attendance instead of watching for cars, keeping an

eye on the kids’ locations outside the bus, and
watching for hazards. I can do that now! I can focus

on the safety of the kids, and attendance is still done

for its own safety aspect.” 

Concern 3: "The new system is not needed in
our rural communities."

 The Reality: Enhanced safety protocols are critical for all students, regardless of location.

While we pride ourselves on our tight-knit rural communities, enhanced safety measures are necessary to

ensure the well-being of every student, especially those riding the bus:

Immediate Confirmation of Student Location: The Bus Attendance Card provides our department with
a significantly greater level of detail on when and where a student got on or off the bus.

Example 1: The Missing Student: We recently had a concerned parent call because their child had
not arrived at school. Using our attendance program, we were able to quickly confirm the
student did not get on the bus that morning, providing the parent and the RCMP with crucial
information about the student's last known whereabouts.
Example 2: Missed/Wrong Stop: Sometimes, students get off at the wrong stop because they
have made plans with friends that were not communicated to their parents or guardians.
Without the attendance cards, we have to rely on the driver's memory and make multiple phone
calls to locate these students. With the new cards, we can immediately confirm the exact stop
where the student disembarked as well as the exact time, drastically reducing our response time,
which is critical in helping to ensure student safety.
Swift Response to Sleeping Students: If a young student falls asleep on the bus and misses their
stop, the current procedure requires the Transportation Department to radio every bus that left
the school and have them safely pull over to search for the student. With the cards, we can
immediately identify the specific bus the student scanned on to, radio that driver directly, and
get the student home more swiftly. 

The Student Bus Attendance Card program is not just a tool for counting students; it is a vital safety
mechanism and an investment in administrative excellence focused on enhancing student safety. We
believe that by working together, we can ensure the successful implementation of this system, leading to a

We recognize that there is a risk of students occasionally misplacing a card, but the safety and administrative

benefits are substantial. Furthermore, the system is designed to simplify the bus experience for both

students and drivers:

Simpler for Drivers: One of our long-time drivers, who was initially apprehensive about new
technology, now expresses sincere gratitude for the system, stating it has simplified the pick-up and
drop-off process and allows him to remain focused on driving. Another experienced driver loves the
program and wishes we had implemented it five years ago.
Simplified Drop-Off: The system helps the driver manage the flow of students getting on and off,
reducing the chance of an accidental attendance error.

Enhanced Parent Communication: The new software includes the Chipmunk parent app. This App
equips parents with enhanced tracking and communication about their child's bus journey. Setting up
the app is a secure and simple process. First, download the Chipmunk app (available on Android and
iOS). You will then either create an account, or log in using your existing BusPlanner login information.
You can then connect to your student(s) account by entering the Quick Code “PRSD.” More
information about Chipmunk is available on our website HERE.

Bus Driver Testimonial:

 - Stacy Johnson, Bus
Driver

Shawna Walmsley, Fairview area Bus
Driver.

Most of the responses have
been positive especially from the elementary

students.” - 

Bus Driver Testimonial: “The tracking is necessary in
the event of an emergency that is something that has

to be considered I would not want to be the parent
that gets the call about a child that's missing that's
already been dropped off.” 

Concern 4: "Children will lose their cards."
TheReality:Thebenefitsoutweightherisk,andstafffeedbackconfirmssimplified procedures.

safer and more efficient experience for all of our students.

https://www.prsd.ab.ca/our-division/transportation/attendance


division/transportation/attendance

Do I have to download the Chipmunk app?

No. The use of the Chipmunk app is completely voluntary. You can still find information about all bus

cancelations and delays on the PRSD BusPlanner website: prsd.mybusplanner.ca

Today, we are excited to announce the
launch of the Chipmunk School Bus
Tracker App for parents. 

To provide parents with additional peace

of mind regarding their child's safety

while riding the school bus, the new bus
card system is paired with a dedicated
parent app called Chipmunk, which

provides real-time information and

enhanced communication regarding

your child's bus ride to and from school.
Please read through the included FAQs

regarding Chipmunk and setting up your

parent account.

This information is also available on the
PRSD website here:
https://www.prsd.ab.ca/our-

Chipmunk: A Bus Tracking App for Parents

FAQs

What is the purpose of the BusPlanner Chipmunk app?

The primary purpose of the app is to give parents real-time visibility into their child's bus location and

estimated arrival times, enhancing convenience and reducing uncertainty.

What key safety and communication features does the app offer?

The app is designed to keep you informed and connected:

Live Bus Location: You can view the bus's location on a live map while it is on its route.

Accurate ETAs: The app uses GPS  to provide estimated arrival times (ETAs) for all your children in one
easy-to-read summary screen.
Late Bus Alerts: Receive instant, color-coded notifications right to your phone if the bus is running
behind schedule.

How does the app work with the student bus card?

The app displays the address and time your child scans on and off the bus. This confirmation provides peace

of mind that your child boarded and exited the bus at the correct stop.

How do I set up the BusPlanner Chipmunk app?

Setting up the app is a secure and simple process. First, download the app (available on Android and iOS).

You can then connect to your student(s) account by entering the Quick Code “PRSD.”

After the app has authenticated the Quick Code, you will be asked to sign in. You will then either create an

account, or login using your existing BusPlanner login information.

Please note: Only email addresses registered through the PRSD's Transportation department will be able to

access information in the Chipmunk app. If you are having trouble logging in, please make sure you are using

the same email address you provided to Transportation on your bus registration form.

Is my child's privacy protected in the app?

Yes, privacy is a priority. The app works securely with our routing database and GPS data to calculate ETAs.
The system itself does not store personal data on the bus card. The Chipmunk app only displays the bus
location while it is on a route and the secure scan events for safety purposes.

Additionally, the app is not a continuous live feed of the bus route, rather it is set to update every 60

seconds and only displays route information specific to the individual user. This means users cannot access

any information about other riders on their student's bus route, and accounts are limited to email addresses
registered with the PRSD Transportation department.

Who should I contact if I have concerns?

https://prsd.mybusplanner.ca/Alerts


BUDDYbenches A buddy bench is a non-verbal signal that a student
may feel sad, alone, excluded or may just need a friend

to play with. This idea encourages empathy and
fosters a health y peer community at EEO
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1 

Tuesday 
2 

Wednesday 
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Thursday 
4 

Friday 
5 

Saturday 
6 

7 

30

21 

28 

8 

15 

22 
Christmas
Holidays

Begin 

29 

9 

16 

23 

30 

10 

17 

24 

31 1 

11 

 

18 

25 
Christmas Day 

2 

12 

19 

26 

3 

13 

20 

27 

Perogies & Sausage 

Breakfast Sandwich 
Fruit Cup 

PepperoniSliders (2) 

Shepard’s Pie
Jello Cup 

Mac & Cheese
Chocolate Chip

Cookies 

Mac & Cheese
Chocolate Chip

Cookies 

Lasagna Soup
Garlic Bread 

Potato Bacon Soup
Biscuit 

Chicken Noodle Soup
Bun 

 

Chicken Strips & Fries 
Hamburger & Fries 

Cheeseburger & Fries 
Poutine 

 
(Free for all students) 

Hot Dogs
Chocolate Chip

Cookies 

Ham & Cheese Wrap 

Cheeseburgers
Rice Krispie Squares 

Subway 

Dairy Queen

Christmas Dinner

New Year's
Day 

https://www.calendarpedia.com/
https://www.calendarpedia.com/
https://prsd.schoolcashonline.com/
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ENVIRONMENT
WORLDOUT OF
SCHOOL
CARE

Provided by Childs World Day Care
780-835-2102

Fairview Playschool

Now located inside EEO

Contact Nikki Lee 
780-835-9840

Now located inside EEO



Fairview
COMMUNITY GUIDE

https://www.fairview.ca/fairview-events/community-guide/#pdf-community-guide/1/
https://www.fairview.ca/fairview-events/community-guide/

































