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SUPERINTENDENT

DR. JEFF
THOMPSON

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE: RECLAIMING
INSTRUCTIONAL TIME

DEAR PEACE RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION PARENTS AND GUARDIANS,

TODAY | WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU AN IMPORTANT UPDATE REGARDING ADJUSTMENTS TO THE INSTRUCTIONAL
CALENDAR AND ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE FOR THE REMAINDER OF SEMESTER ONE. THESE CHANGES ARE PART OF
OUR STRATEGIC RESPONSE TO THE LOSS OF INSTRUCTIONAL TIME RESULTING FROM THE RECENT 3.5-WEEK LEGAL
LABOUR ACTION BY THE ALBERTA TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION (ATA).

ALBERTA EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE PERSONNEL HAVE REQUESTED THAT ALL SCHOOL DIVISIONS IMPLEMENT
MEASURES TO RECLAIM AS MUCH INSTRUCTIONAL TIME AS POSSIBLE FOR SEMESTER ONE, WHICH RUNS FROM
NOW UNTIL JANUARY 29, 2026. IT IS A CRITICALUNDERTAKING TO ENSURE ALL CORE CURRICULAR OUTCOMES ARE
COVERED IN A MANNER THAT MAXIMIZES SUCCESS FOR OUR STUDENTS.

OUR DIVISION'S ADMINISTRATION HAS DEVELOPED A PLAN THAT FOCUSES ON THREE KEY AVENUES TO ACHIEVE
THIS INSTRUCTIONAL TIME RECOVERY:



1. Converting the November 10 PD Day to an
Instructional Day

Similar to the proactive steps taken by many other school jurisdictions, we have determined that changing a
scheduled professional development day into a regular instructional day is an effective approach to salvage
teaching time. This plan was brought before the Board of Trustees at their November 3rd meeting for
discussion and ultimate decisioning, as per the Board's established process for approving the school year

calendar.

After the discussion, the decision was made to convert Monday, November 10, 2025, into a regular
Instructional Day. We strongly encourage parents to ensure their children attend school on this day to

take full advantage of this additional instructional time.

2. Changes to the End-of-January Examination
Process (Grades 7-12)

To ensure our focus remains squarely on instruction and the coverage of core curriculum outcomes to the
very end of the semester, we are cancelling the normal end-of-January Formal Examination Schedule for
Grades 7-12 students. This approach ensures instruction continues uninterrupted until the semester's
conclusion, as opposed to the normal arrangement of suspending regular instruction to accommodate a
mid-January two-week formal examination block where two or more consecutive slots of instructional time
are used for writing cumulative school-based final exams and diploma exams. Significant instructional time

will be salvaged by maintaining the focus on coverage of core curricular outcomes to the end of January.

3. Report Card Periods

We have decided to cancel the Grades K-6 November report cards and to shift the March report cards back
to February. This decision was made to allow our teachers the time to remain laser focused on instructing
their students for the remainder of this term. Teachers are still expected to schedule individual “Fall
Meetings” with parents of students who may be struggling or who have IPPs and for whom there are
concerns. Such individualized meetings may occur between mid-November to early December or into
January. Some adjustments are also being made to the Grades 7-12 reporting process, and schools will be

communicating this information to parents in the days ahead.

We believe the above noted strategic adjustments provide additional instructional time that will allow our
teachers to better serve our learners by ensuring more substantial coverage of core curricular outcomes in all

core subjects than would have been possible without the noted adjustments.



In addition to the above noted PRSD adjustments, Alberta Education and Childcare has announced that the
January 2026 Diploma Examinations and Grade 9 Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) have been cancelled.
For our Grade 12 students, this means that they are automatically exempted from these January assessments.
Students may choose to write these exams in April or June, 2026; however, for those who

choose not to write at a later date, their final school-awarded mark will be their final official course grade. For
the many students who will likely choose this option, a notation will be added to their transcripts confirming
that no diploma exam was written. This ensures no negative impact on students’ ability to graduate or to

transition into post-secondary programs as per their normal plans.

Thank you for your understanding as we navigate this period of recovery and transition. Please direct any
specific questions regarding your child's schedule to their teachers or to your school principal. We continue
to be committed to working with our students and their families to ensure the best possible outcomes to

maximize success for all!

Sincerely,

Jeff Thompson, PhD

Superintendent of Schools

Nov 4, 2025
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https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/EEOSchool
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/calendar
https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/calendar
https://www.eeoliverelementary.ca/calendar

EEQ SPIRIT DRYS

December 5™ - Wear a Tie Day

> Help build up our SCHOOL SPIRIT
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Our Christmas Concert A Sombrero For Santa
is fast approaching, By Jill & Michael Gallina

please make sure tojoin
us on December16™ at M o
10am or 1:30pm. Watch DEC 1 6TH

for me and some of my
grade 6 classmatesin

the accompanying play!
W b The Flodhe Pofe Theve woty Sande, yow seo, Rawingg lun i

e Avdlic, no worvies, ofease.
“Thag Dotk Pole adventiure fegai, wo confess, wille o proflom
Sounlov jush kol o acldiess.

Santa was in a desperate situation, his Spanish was
lacking; he needed tutoring. When he decides to hirea
teacher, the elves suggest going to a small native town,
which is the best way to get alanguage down. So, Santa

Claus, Mrs. Claus, and the elves all fly down to Mexico,
where their teacher, Senorita Bonita
helps them in their situation.
When a blizzard strikes, the North Pole clan is stuck in
Mexico. Fortunately, the Mexican villagers all pitchinto

help make the toys. All they needed now was a sleigh -
wait! Was that just jingle bells? Could it be... Rudolph?
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Thankyou, Brent Mehlsen, and
Gene & Pauline Pyle

S$¢. Paul’s
United Church
Women’s Group

for your continued support of our breakfast program!
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We held our annual WITS assembly in October
to reaffirm our commitment to inclusive and
bully-free schools. Thank you to all who were

able to join from St. Thomas More School,
and Worsley Central School in person, and

Menno Simons Community School who joined
virtually. Itis a special moment when we can

all come together for a common goal.

THANKYOU to our distinguished members of the RCMP
Const. Lehman, and Const. Popic. As well a Ethan, Zach,
Marcus, and Brayden from the Fairview Flyers. Also,
many thanks to Mrs. Rushton for organizing the
assembly and bringing everyone together.
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Walk away
Ignore
Talk it out
Seek help

Look and listen

Explore points
of view

Act
Did it work?
Seek help
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JANUARY HOTLUNCH IS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE ON SCHOOL CASH
LAST DAY TO ORDERIS DECEMBER15™

BREAKFAST Program

- Kerriis serving
K&D Cater ing delicious, nutritious, and
Kerri Dreyer homemade food each day.

Our FREE breakfast program is offered every day and is open to all
students. Kerri makes sure our students have AMAZING and
diverse options each day and ensuring they are READY TO LEARN!
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Important Information on Our New Student
Bus Attendance Card Program

We understand that the launch of any
new program can raise questions and
concerns, and we appreciate the
feedback we have received regarding the
Student Bus Attendance Card system.
We want to take this opportunity to
address the four primary concerns—
concerns about privacy and tracking, the
expense related to the new system, the

perception that an attendance system is

not needed in a rural environment, and
the risk of students regularly losing the

cards—by providing more context on

why this program was purchased and implemented.

Concern 1: "This feels like a surveillance system and | am
concerned about the security of my child's personal
information.”

TheReality:Thecardsystem is anoperationalsafetytool,not a methodofpersonalsurveillance.

We want to be unequivocally clear about the nature and limitations of this system, especially for those

concerned about data privacy:

Bus Driver Testimonial: “/ can actually do my job
instead of taking attendance. 90% of my pickups and
drop offs were staring at my tablet or paper doing
attendance instead of watching for cars, keeping an
eye on the kids’ locations outside the bus, and
watching for hazards. | can do that now! | can focus

on the safety of the kids, and attendance is still done

for its own safety aspect.” - Bridgette Hopkins, Peace

River area Bus Driver

Concern 3: "The new system is not needed in
our rural communities.”

The Reality: Enhanced safety protocols are critical for all students, regardless of location.

While we pride ourselves on our tight-knit rural communities, enhanced safety measures are necessary to

ensure the well-being of every student, especially those riding the bus:

* Immediate Confirmation of Student Location: The Bus Attendance Card provides our department with
a significantly greater level of detail on when and where a student got on or off the bus.
° Example 1: The Missing Student: We recently had a concerned parent call because their child had

not arrived at school. Using our attendance program, we were able to quickly confirm the
student did not get on the bus that morning, providing the parent and the RCMP with crucial
information about the student's last known whereabouts.

Example 2: Missed/Wrong Stop: Sometimes, students get off at the wrong stop because they

have made plans with friends that were not communicated to their parents or guardians.
Without the attendance cards, we have to rely on the driver's memory and make multiple phone
calls to locate these students. With the new cards, we can immediately confirm the exact stop
where the student disembarked as well as the exact time, drastically reducing our response time,
which is critical in helping to ensure student safety.

Swift Response to Sleeping Students: If a young student falls asleep on the bus and misses their

stop, the current procedure requires the Transportation Department to radio every bus that left
the school and have them safely pull over to search for the student. With the cards, we can
immediately identify the specific bus the student scanned on to, radio that driver directly, and
get the student home more swiftly.

Limited Personal Data on the Card: The card itself contains only the student's name and a unique

identification number tied to their bus registration information.

The Card is Useless Outside the Bus System: The card has no functionality, tracking ability, or value

outside of the specific card-reading equipment installed on PRSD buses.

The Sole Purpose is Safety and Efficiency: The card system simply confirms which bus the student
boarded and when and where they successfully got on or off. This removes the administrative burden
from our drivers, allowing them to remain focused solely on the road and the students. The data is

used exclusively for fast, accurate response in emergency or safety situations.

Bus Driver Testimonial:“It frees my attention at the
time when the students enter and exit the bus.
Which means | can have my eyes on the road and
pay more attention to the students.” - Lilli Lundgard,

Peace River area Bus Driver.

Concern 2: "The new system appears to be a waste of public
funds.”

TheReality:Thenewsystem is a strategic,cost-effectiveupgradethatincreasesefficiency.

The decision to adopt the BusPlanner GPS and Attendance system was primarily driven by the need for a
sustainable and more specialized solution for our transportation needs:

* Avoiding Exponential Cost Increases: Our previous GPS provider, Titan, was sold to a US-based

company. We were informed that renewing our contract would lead to an exponential increase in cost.
By adding the GPS system to our existing BusPlanner account, we secured a less costly system that is
designed for school transportation. Our previous provider was designed for the oil and gas and
trucking industries and adapted for K-12 Transportation use.

Administrative Efficiencies: BusPlanner integrates our routing and GPS requirements into one system,
automating tasks, freeing up our Transportation team's time, and increasing overall effectiveness.

Enhanced Parent Communication: The new software includes the Chipmunk parent app. This App
equips parents with enhanced tracking and communication about their child's bus journey. Setting up
the app is a secure and simple process. First, download the Chipmunk app (available on Android and
iOS). You will then either create an account, or log in using your existing BusPlanner login information.
You can then connect to your student(s) account by entering the Quick Code “PRSD.” More
information about Chipmunk is available on our website HERE.

Bus Driver Testimonial: “The tracking is necessary in
the event of an emergency that is something that has
to be considered | would not want to be the parent
that gets the call about a child that's missing that's

already been dropped off.” - Stacy Johnson, Bus

Driver

Concern 4: "Children will lose their cards."

TheReality:Thebenefitsoutweightherisk,andstafffeedbackconfirmssimplified procedures.

We recognize that there is a risk of students occasionally misplacing a card, but the safety and administrative
benefits are substantial. Furthermore, the system is designed to simplify the bus experience for both
students and drivers:

Simpler for Drivers: One of our long-time drivers, who was initially apprehensive about new

technology, now expresses sincere gratitude for the system, stating it has simplified the pick-up and
drop-off process and allows him to remain focused on driving. Another experienced driver loves the
program and wishes we had implemented it five years ago.

Simplified Drop-Off: The system helps the driver manage the flow of students getting on and off,
reducing the chance of an accidental attendance error.

Bus Driver Testimonial:Most of the responses have
been positive especially from the elementary
students.” - Shawna Walmsley, Fairview area Bus

Driver.

The Student Bus Attendance Card program is not just a tool for counting students; it is a vital safety
mechanism and an investment in administrative excellence focused on enhancing student safety. We

believe that by working together, we can ensure the successful implementation of this system, leading to a
safer and more efficient experience for all of our students.


https://www.prsd.ab.ca/our-division/transportation/attendance

Chipmunk: A Bus Tracking App for Parents

Today, we are excited to announce the

launch of the Chipmunk School Bus

Tracker App for parents.
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. % To provide parents with additional peace
of mind regarding their child's safety
while riding the school bus, the new bus
card system is paired with a dedicated

AL parent app called Chipmunk, which
provides real-time information and
enhanced communication regarding

tHa your child's bus ride to and from school.

Please read through the included FAQs

" @0

regarding Chipmunk and setting up your

= parent account.

This information is also available on the
PRSD website here:
https://www.prsd.ab.ca/our-

division/transportation/attendance

FAQs

Do | have to download the Chipmunk app?

No. The use of the Chipmunk app is completely voluntary. You can still find information about all bus

cancelations and delays on the PRSD BusPlanner website: prsd.mybusplanner.ca

What is the purpose of the BusPlanner Chipmunk app?

The primary purpose of the app is to give parents real-time visibility into their child's bus location and

estimated arrival times, enhancing convenience and reducing uncertainty.
What key safety and communication features does the app offer?

The app is designed to keep you informed and connected:

Live Bus Location: You can view the bus's location on a live map while it is on its route.

Accurate ETAs: The app uses GPS to provide estimated arrival times (ETAs) for all your children in one
easy-to-read summary screen.

* Late Bus Alerts: Receive instant, color-coded notifications right to your phone if the bus is running
behind schedule.

How does the app work with the student bus card?

The app displays the address and time your child scans on and off the bus. This confirmation provides peace

of mind that your child boarded and exited the bus at the correct stop.
How do | set up the BusPlanner Chipmunk app?

Setting up the app is a secure and simple process. First, download the app (available on Android and iOS).

You can then connect to your student(s) account by entering the Quick Code “PRSD.”

After the app has authenticated the Quick Code, you will be asked to sign in. You will then either create an

account, or login using your existing BusPlanner login information.

Please note: Only email addresses registered through the PRSD's Transportation department will be able to
access information in the Chipmunk app. If you are having trouble logging in, please make sure you are using

the same email address you provided to Transportation on your bus registration form.
Is my child's privacy protected in the app?

Yes, privacy is a priority. The app works securely with our routing database and GPS data to calculate ETAs.
The system itself does not store personal data on the bus card. The Chipmunk app only displays the bus

location while it is on a route and the secure scan events for safety purposes.

Additionally, the app is not a continuous live feed of the bus route, rather it is set to update every 60
seconds and only displays route information specific to the individual user. This means users cannot access
any information about other riders on their student's bus route, and accounts are limited to email addresses

registered with the PRSD Transportation department.

Who should | contact if | have concerns?


https://prsd.mybusplanner.ca/Alerts
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A buddy bench is a non-verbal signal that a student
may feel sad, alone, excluded or may just need a friend
to play with. This idea encourages empathy and
fosters a health y peer community at EEO
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MR, TAYLOR. DWIGHT KURIGA AND
NATHAN KURIGR FROM FHS FOR
BUILDING THESE BENCHES FOR

MRS. RUSHTON AND HER
WELLNESS TEAM AT EEO!

B O B N NN N N N

FROM MRS. RUSHTON AND THE
STUDENTS OF THE WELLNESS




LL Hot lunch orders
are through SchoolCash Online 4&

IC.‘\ N

VISIT HTTPS://PRSD.SCHOOLCASHONLINE.COM/

CLICK ABOVE OR ACCESS VIA SCHOOL MESSENGER LINK

K&D Catering Local Restaurants

Kerri Dreyer

December Hot Lunch
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 y) 3 4 5

Hot D
Breakfast Sandwich Shepard’s Pie Lasagna Soup ot Dogs :
: ) Subway Chocolate Chip
Fruit Cup Jello Cup Garlic Bread ,
Cookies
8 9 10 11 12
Dairy Queen
Mac & Cheese Chicken Strips & Fries

PepperoniSliders (2) Chicken Noodle Soup

Chocolate Chip Hamburger & Fries | pam & Cheese Wrap

Cookies Bun Cheeseburger & Fries
Poutine
15 16 17 18 19 20
, Mac & Chees.e Potato Bacon Soup Christmas Dinner Cheeseburgers
Perogies & Sausage Chocolate Chip . . .
. Biscuit (Free for all students) | Rice Krispie Squares
Cookies
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Christmas Christmas Day
Holidavys - ¥
Begin
: O 0 2 3
NS New VYear's

St Day



https://www.calendarpedia.com/
https://www.calendarpedia.com/
https://prsd.schoolcashonline.com/
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_SCHOOL
CARE

Now located inside EEO

Provided by Childs World Day Care
780-835-2102




Fairview

COMMUNITY GUIDE

1 @ @
Fairview

Heart of the Peace

ACTIVITIES

INFO

« Ages7-11
e 9:00am - 4:00pm
« $35.00 per day

« Call 780-835-2812 to register
« Registration opens at 9:00am

on September 3, 2025

« Games
o Crafts

 Qutdoor Activities

« Swimming
« Movies

IRVIEW COMMUNITY CENTRE
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In and Around
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& Community Gulde for Residents and Visitors to the Noerth Peace

e

CAMP DATES

SEPTEMBER 19, 2025
OCTOBER 27, 2025
NOVEMBER 10, 2025
JANUARY 30, 2026
MARCH 4, 2026
APRIL 20, 2026
MAY 19, 2026

*CAMPS MAY BE CANCELLED
DUE TO LOW ENROLLMENT

' '—1 & ﬁ;
Fairview

Heort of I Peoce

airview
Regional Aquatic Centre
Reception: 780-835-2812

November 30, 2025 - January 3, 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Aquafit Class Aquafit Class Lane & Leisure
11:00- 12:00pm 11:00 - 12:00pm 10:00 - 1:00pm
Lane & Leisure Lane & Leisure
12:00 - 1:00pm Lane & Leisure | Lane & Leisure | Lane & Leisure | Lane & Leisure 12:00 - 1:00pm
10:00 - 3:00pm | 10:00 - 3:00pm | 10:00- 3:00pm | 10:00 - 3:00pm
Public Swim Public Swim
1:00 = 5-3me Maintenance B_Uﬂ—dlﬂﬂpm 1.00 £ S.SUpm
Public Swim
1:00-9:00pm
Public Swim Public Swim Public Swim Public Swim
4:00-8:00pm | 4:00-8:00pm | 4:00-8:00pm | 4:00-8:00pm
Pool Rental Pool Rental
5:30-6:30pm 5:30-6:30pm
Aquafit Class Lane Swim Aquafit Class Lane Swim
8:00-9:00pm | 8:00-9:00pm | 8:00-9:00pm | 8:00-9:00pm
** 2 lanes available for Lane Swim 6:00 - 7:00pm Monday - Friday**

Closed December 24, 25, 26, 31 and January 1. Schedule may change without notice due to
installation of our new HVAC unit. Please check our website and social media for updates.


https://www.fairview.ca/fairview-events/community-guide/#pdf-community-guide/1/
https://www.fairview.ca/fairview-events/community-guide/

PEACE REGION FAMILY RESOURCE NETWORK

Decembeor

MON TUE 12438, THU

1 Ma-nning Mir_!i Gym 2 3 shake your Scaries 4 Baby’s Day Out S &
10:00am-11:30am Fast Fget 10:00am-11:30am {Peace River) 10am SeTIbYy Sai_:urday
Family Jumping Gym Night (Peace River) **Lego Club it

North Peace Gymnastics 5-7 10:00am-11:30am (Peace River) 4:00-5:15pm 10:00am-11:30am

7 8 9 10 Shake your Scaries n 12 13

| ; -11: ] Building Bl

Manning Mini Gym Fast Fost 10:00am-11:30am Baby’s Day Out uilding Blocks Sensory Saturday
10:00am-11:30am (Peace River) **Lego Club (Fairview) 11am (Cadotte Lake) (Peace River)

10:00am-11:30am (Peace River) 4:00-5:15pm 2:00-3:30pm 10:00am-11:30am

14 15 Manning Mini Gym 16 17 ' 18 Baby’s Day Out 19 20
10:00am-11:30am (Peace River) 10am Office closed at Noon
Holly Jolly Christmas Pary
10:00am-12:00

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
MERRY

28 29 30 3 Niw*

e

n -
Peace Region
The office will be closed from PRFRN OFFICE HOURS

December 22-January 4 Family Resource Network Monday- Friday 8am-4pm

-%gl Ignite Youth Centre

|GNITE (€GO
AFTEH Builders Club

sc H 0 0 l ' _ i .{._' WEDNESDAYS

4:00PM - 5:15PM
OCTOBER 15™ -DECEMBER 10TH

"Calling all lego builders - join this fun after school
club! Build your teamwork, engineering, and
problem solving skills as we tackle unique,
silly and fun weekly challenges ."

Located : At the PRFRN upstairs in the Baytex Energy
Center

TUES - THURS 3:45 - 5:45 WE PROVIDE
FOR AGES 10 - 12

This pilot will run from Nov. 25th - Dec.

17, 2025. We will provide a light snack & Crafts
each session as well as homework help |
and an activity. Youth must be picked & Games
up or allowed to leave on time. Please

call for more information. (v Safe, supervised fun

Registration Required - Spaces are Limited
Call the PRFRN: 780-624-0770

Peace Region

Family Resource Network

</ Homework help

CONTACT US O 780.835.5455 ignitefairview.com



ous sruasur SUPPORT uORKER
* "OFFERS GRIEF AND LOSS .
PROGRAMMING?

' REACH ou1' TO oua OFFICE Foa
" MOREINF! ATION “
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